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YEA.
THOUGH I  WALK THROUGH THE
VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH,
ISHALL  FEAR NO EVIL  .  .  .  , cAUsE I ,M  THE MEANFST,

MADDEST CATV OPERATOR
IN THE VALLEY!

COMMUNITY ANTENNA TELEVISION JOURNAL
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o new stondord of excellence

There's o new slondord for perfecl ion in signol processing-Jerrold's
Commonder l l l ,  o compotible fomily of heterodyne processors, mod-
ulotors ond occessories. Feotures include I I  group-deloy equolizotion
from edge-lo-edge of the video-informotion possbond insures perfect
p i c t u r e s  l l  i n c r e m e n l o l ,  h o r m o n i c  o r  s i n g l e - c h o n n e l  p h o s e  l o c k
I  I  bu i l t - in  lF  sw i tch ing  fo rs igno l  rep locement /emergency  o le r i  i l  100%
crystol control led for moximum sfobi l i ty of broodcosf-quol i ty signols.

Commonder l l l  performonce includes l l  spul lous-oulpul choroc-
l e r l s f i c s :  - 7 0  d B  t r o m  5  f o  3 5 0  M H z  o t  6 0  d B m V  o u t p u l
i l  odJocenl-chonne! selecl lvl ty: -60 dB reiect ion of odiocenl chon-
nels; suitoble for CAW hub processing t l  inpuf-overlood perlor-
monce: -80 dB or better intermod tor odjocent chonnels, eoch ot 10
dBmV; -80 dB or betfer cross-mod wilh ony number ol chonnels, eoch ol
1 0  d B m V  u  n o i s e  l l g u r e :  5  d B  l o w - b o n d ,  6  d B  h i g h - b o n d ,  9  d B
UHF u corl ler- lo-noise rol io: 60 dB C/N ot1 0 dBmV VHF; 57 dB C/N ot10
dBmV UHF u lhoroughly lleld lesled.

For complete informotion, contqcl YOUR MAN FROM JERROID or col l
or write us to reouest the new Commonder l l l  bul let in.

JERROI.D EIICTRONTCS CORFORATION/CAW Systems Divis ion,200 Wimer Rood/HoFhom, Pq. 19044. (2r5) 674-4800

*

NOPINIASIIRN OfHCt 050P tuovrden.e M U s n 1 &dhom Mo* 02026 (617) 329 4790

tASI tpN OFf  CE 200 W iher  Qood Aorshom Po 190r ' !  l2 l5 )  674 4800

SOUIHIPN OFf lc t  1  Penmeter  hoce lu r te  l0 !  A l lon lo  Georgro  30339 ( !@)  132 310?

MIOMSIERN OfF lCt  1334 At lonrc  Avenue N Xonsot  Cr ry  Mo &116 16161 812 1130

WSIIPN OtFlCt 1255 Velerons Bvd Retuood Crry Qrl 94063 la15) 365 5200

CANAOA le (o ld  Anodo lo '  Sores  ond Servrce

JERROLDE
c GENEQAT INSTRUMENT compony



YffiU'fi*L i lIKH RALFH.

Ralph Terz in i  is  Manager of  Sales Serv ice at  our  CATV cable p lant .
He's the r ight  man to know when you' re under pressure.

He's the one who gets your  cable to the job on t ime.  l f  you should
have any quest ions on your  shipments cal l  h im on our  to l l  f ree l ine.
He' l l  be happy to g ive you the answers you need.

With th i r ty  years exper ience behind h im, Ralph 's  a pro.  And l ike
any t rue pro less ional  he 's  used to pressure.  In  fact ,  being under
pressure s imply makes h im per form at  h is  best .  And that  makes your
job easier .

Of  course we make Ralph 's  job as easy as possib le by manufactur-
ing the best  CATV cable in  the industry .  Af ter  a l l ,  we've been making
quality cable of all types for over fifty-three years.

Chances are you won' t  ever  have to ta lk  to h im.  But  when the
pressure is  on,  i t 's  good to know CCS has professionals l ike Ralph
to  he lp  you .

E E f YHf.itrtfl , c A-,n ]t p n tr ou ct s
5707 WEST BUCKEYE BOAD. p.O. 14970 PHOEN|X, ARTZONA 85063 (800_528_3341i
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NEW TOCOM REMOTE CONTROL
CABLE TV CONVERTERS

TUNE UP TO 36 CHANNELS
from the palm of your hand

New TOCOM DC-1000 Series Cable TV Con-
verters use high reliability varactor tuning from a
small palm-held calculator-styled remote control
to turn a television set "on or off" as well as to
select 32 or 36 channels of TV viewing.

The converter unit sits on toD of the TV set
or may be conveniently plaeed behind i t .  A bui l t-
in convenience outlet is available for powcring
the TV set and a 25 foot length of pliable, but
tough control cable connects the remote control
to the converter.

The remote control switch uses gold plated
contacts with a phosphor-bronze rotor. The
channel indicator is i l luminated by a long-l i fe
LED (l ight emitt ing diode). Space is avai lable on
the control for special channel listing or other
labeling as specified by the customer. Pay or
premium TV is provided at the "X" position of
the remote control rotary dial. This position can
be frequency-designated, field-tuned or locked-
out as required.

2

A double balanced mixer and a high gain
FET l.F. ampli f ierplus double conversion yields
a state-of-the-art dynamic range and noise figure.
Automatic frequency control is employed on all
50 through 300 MHz channels.

Two models are avai lable - the DC-1032
for 32 channels and DC-1036 for 36 channels.
Both rnodels operate in 75 ohm cable systents.

Both the remote control and convefter unit
meet or exceed FCC and CSA standards.

New TOCOM Remote Control Cahle TV
Conterters are "Cont'ention Pricedl' so don't
miss them at TOCOM NCTA Booth 88.

Box 47066 . Dallas, Texas 75247
214/438-7691 . TWX 910-860-5755
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-TORIAL KYLE D..MOOR€, President of CATA, lNC.

SUPPRBSSED BMOTIONS

Those of us who have put in a reasonable tour of duty in the up-and-down world of CATV are
well  aware that just below the surface of this doci le, mom-and-pop industry, there exists a
seething resentment of (1) the FCC, (2) broadcasters, and (3) the networks; not necessari ly in
that order. During the past year or so, the energy bott led up within this industry has begun to
leak out into the hosti le world.

We ful ly expected the two-part series appearing in the March CATJ and in this issue of CATJ
to do one of two things: (1) blow the l id off  of the industry, or, (2) bring the industry sevcral
giant steps closer to a direct head-on confrontat ion with at least the FCC.

The March CATJ had been in the mails only a few days (travel ing third-class postage is not
exactly specdy!) when the CATA telephone began to r ing off the wall .  Within hours we had the
fu l l  gamut  o f  reac t ion ,  f rom (1)  "Boy  have you go t  a  lo t  o f  gu ts .  .  .  "  to  (2 )  " .  .  .  and  my a t to rney
wi l l  ca l l  you  in  the  morn ing . . . . "  In  be tween these two ex t remes have been dozens o f  ca l l s  and
telcgrams saying pretty much what we expected they would say. But thcre have been a fcw
ca l ls  wh ich  we d id  no t  expec t ;  and chances  are  good tha t  i f  the  re la t i ve ly  doc i le  March  CATJ
attractcd that much interest, this issue wil l  be sel l ing for ten dol lars a pop on thc street corners
of M Strect in Washington by Apri l  20th!

Onc of the more intcrcst ing cal ls came from an advert ising typc in New York, who discov-
crcd a March CATJ in a network cxecutive's off ice where hc had gone to pitch a program
packagc.  The adver t i s ing  type  wondercd  i f  we were  rea l l y  lead ing  up  to  an  "exposc"  (h is
word) of network practi t 'es in our Apri l  issue. We assured him that our only interest in the
nc tworks  was tha t  as  thesc  g ian ts  o f  Amer ican indus t ry  became invo lved in  the  FCC's  hand l ing
of  thc  pub l i c ' s  a i rwavcs ,  wc  found tha t  the  FCC became less  and less  ab le  to  d is t ingu ish  pub l ic
intcrcst from network interest.

"What about thc network O & O stat ions?" the advert ising type asked. Wc assured him that
wc had takcn  a  hard  look  a t  O & O s ta t ions  and wou ld  have severa l  th ings  to  say  about  the i r
"unusua lpro f i t s "  (our  phrase)  and some recommendat ions  to  make about  the i r  fu tu re  opcra-
t i o n s  ( s c c  P a g c  3 6 ) .

"Do you know why O & O stat ions run three to one ahead on net dol lars earned over their com-
peti t ion in the same markets?" the advert ising man queried us. And before we could venture
an educated guess or two, he plowed ahead with ". . .because they put pressure on big adver-
t isers to use their spot-buy packages on the O & O stat ions as a condit ion to obtaining highly
favorable commercial posit ions in network programs."

Natural ly we asked i f  he could substantiate that type of charge (we made a rule in planning
this two-part report that whenever we crossed paths with some part icularly intr iguing anti-
competit ive or anti-CATV t idbit  that unless we could veri fy the material through sworn state-
ments or unimpeachable sources, we would not use i t) .  His retort was, "I f  you get the Congres-
sional hearings you are aiming for, they wil l  have to use a computer to schedule the witnesses;
they wil l  l ine up for miles i f  the networks are investigated!"

At this point, no statement-sworn, authenticated, or however backed up-would surprise us,
when i t  comes to the networks. Frankly, we know more about them than we care to know. When
a summary of these reports was presented to the CATA Board of Directors late in February,
one board member quipped (seriously we suspect, behind his nervous laugh), "Is your l i fe
insurance pa id  up  boys?"

Perhaps we are being too dramatic. Perhaps we have become so close to the trees that we
are having dif f iculty f inding a way out of the forest. Six months of l iv ing with 25 years of
television-industry history can do that to a person. Perhaps . .  .  just m aybe, this whole business
is not nearly as serious as we make i t  out to be. Maybe CATV woult l  survive a network-
dominated FCC, and perhaps we wil l  f ind out. I f  these CATJ reports springboard us into
Congressional hearings, we may al l  learn more than we want to know. I f  not, well ,  i t  was an
interesting six months that we would not trade for al l  of the CATV subscribers in Manhatten!

4 CATJ forCATJ for
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We have enough fa i th in our products,
our people and our customers to put  i t  in
wr i t ing.  Not just  a warranty,  but  a wntten
performance guarantee.  The only one in

the industry.  When you buy the Super-
Connector, the Superwarranty

comes wi th i t ,  for  no addi t ional  charge.
We tell you what you can expect and

guarantee that  you' l l  get  i t .

We th ink th is is  the way everybody
should do business.  Someday maybe
everyone wi l l .  Meanwhi le,  isn ' t  i t  n ice to
know that  somebody th inks enough of  their
product  to put  i t  in  wr i t ing?

We also say this: You can pay a lot more
tor your connectors. You can't buv a
better connector.

Cambridge. The SuperConnecror.
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Gambridqe
Products-

1 0 1  F o l e y  S t  ,  S o m m e r v i i l e ,  M a s s  0 2 1 4 5 ,  l 6 j 7 )  6 6 6  3 3 4 3
Atlanta, Ga .  Stmi Vai ley Cat i t  .  Toronto, Canada
In Europe H-G D l tal ja.  Cisterna DiLaina, t taly

A subsidiaty of Cambtidge Screw Company, a Hi G Company

I
I
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Moun t i ng  Ava i l ab le

6r  Standard Vans and Pickups!

For

6) Smal l  Vehic les (Toyotas,  Luv,  Cour ier)

AN D LEASE-PU RCHASE PLANS !
. $ 1 5 0 . 0 0  p e r  m o n l h ,  3  y e a r ,  0 n  y o u r  - $ 1 1 5 . 0 0  p e r  m o n t h ,  4  y e a r ,  o n  y o u r
veh ic le  veh ic le

VAN LADDER - the or ig inal  l ight-weight,  heavy duty (and 0SHA accep-
tance-eng ineered! )sys tem fo r  e leva t ing  a  man and equ ipment  t0  p0 le  l ine
CATV equ ipment .  There  is  none be t te r  than the  0r i0 ina l .

VAIV@LADDER, IIVC.
P.O. Box 709 Spencer,  Iowa 51301

For f'uLI information - call toll free 800-831 50b1

CATJ for



"lIoil I eur have arcd-hot story
without burninga hole in nrybudgBt3'

"Managing a CATV station
is a little like having three
heads. I'm the boss, the news
department and the com-
mercial production office all
rolled into one. But even a
three-headed man gets only
one paycheck, and we have
to cut expenses wherever we
can.

"The one thing we don't
have to hassle with is this
Kodak Supermatic 200 sound
camera. At less than $426,
it's relatively inexpensive.
And, let me tell you it's one
smart investment.

"It not only shoots lip-
synch super 8 sound movies,
but the built-in recorder
gives me on-the-scene voice-
over capabilities. You can
also postdub a voice-over,
music, or other effects on a
recording projector. There's
a 200-foot magazine for
cont inuous  shoot ing  and a
5O-foot magazine for shorter
stories.

"There are no l ights or
cables. But I do keep an extra
film cartridge and batteries
in the glove compartment in

"Whcthcr you re on your way to a three-alarm ble or a threeJegged race, the Kodak
Supcrmatic 200 sound camera can br ing i t  home on economical super 8 "

case the news of the century
breaks on my way to work.

"If you want to know
more than I've told you, just

cl ip out this coupon. As for
me, I've got a story to put on
the air."
P r  c e  s  s u b i c c t  t o  c h a n A e  w i l h o u t  n o t  c e

Company

Address

-1

lIoAAr Sunermatic
200sound Garnera.
Eastman Kodak Company
Dcpartment 640
Rochester, New York 14650

kt li:?,T"':ltmenore 
inror

l f  Supermatic 200 sound camera.

Name

City

S l a t e -  Z i o -
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Reason For l t  Al l

CATV EXISTS BECAUSE THE
FCC DROPPED THE BALL!!!

WHY CATV EXISTS

In the March issue of CATJ we re-
counted the history of FCC handling of
television allocations. The Commission
variously attempted to provide (a) one
television channel service to every
American home, (b) two television
channels of service to as many of. these
homes as possible, and, (c) three, four
or five (or more) channels of service to
as many ol these homes as possible.

With some pride (or ignorance), the
FCC today points at the present state
of the television broadcast industry
with a "see how well we did" attitude.

Well, the Commiss'ion did not do
weII; noL when you consider how much
better they could have done. The Com-
mission started with a clean slate in
7945-46. Unfortunately, they had very
poor information to work with, and as
they say rn the computer biz, "garbage

in equak garbage out." So in 1948 the
garbaged allocations table came home
to roost, frightfully close to Washing-
ton, D.C. (see March CATJ, Page
13).  And that shut the industry 's
growth down.

Then followed a period of nearly four
years in which the Commission found
every possible excuse not to get televi-
sion moving again, finally deciding that
a new allocations table would haue to
be based as a start on the then eristing
107 television stations authorized and
on the air. Once again, "garbage in
equals garbage out," and the alloca-
tions table released bv the Commission
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in 1952 had plenty of garbage going in.
For example:

(1) VHF and UHF channels were freely
inter-mixed in many (most) markets,
and the world was not then ready for
UHF (some say i t  st i l l  is not ready!);

(2) The Commission tried to build an allo-
cations table around the concept that
every &rea should have its own (local)
television outlet; a lalse premise if
there ever was one, because of the
complete failure to consider the eco-
nomics of building and operating a
television station in Ely, Nv.;

(3) Pressure from educational broadcast
interests lorced the Commission to
give away many valuable VHF chan-
nels in markets where the VHF chan-
nel was much more important to the
successlul development ol a viable,
competitive local television service
than it was (or would be) to the de-
velopment of e perfectly adequate
ETV/PBS service;

(4) The Commission adopted rigid regula-
tory postures in handling any and all
deviations lrom the sacred allocations
table of 1952, and reluses to accept
(or admit) to this day that the alloca-
tions table is substantially the cause
of many (or most) ol their problems
with CATV and adequate television
service (an objective to shoot at) for
rural America.

The Commission's allocations table
started out with the premise that the
top 140* marketing centers of the na-
tion should have (if possible) four com-
mercial TV channel allocations. Where
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